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possible securities, yet he will break faith. But Roman magistrates, accus-
tomed to have immense sums of money pass through, their hands, are restrained
from fraud simply by respect for the sanctity of an oath.'"&
The primitive religion of the Italians, in its essential or fundamental
beliefs resembled that of other Indo-European nations. They adored the
forces of nature, favourable or otherwise, and imagined them animated living
beings, of different sexes, their rivalry producing the struggles of the ele-
ments, and their union explaining the external fecundity of the world.
This was also the basis of the Greek religion, but the Italian religion bore
the impression of the nations who had made it. These nations were as a
rule grave, sensible, prudent, and much absorbed by the miseries of this life
and the dangers of the future. As they were inclined rather more towards
fear than hope, they respected their gods a great deal, but feared them more,
and their worship consisted more especially of humble petitions and rigorous
mortifications.
Their imaginations wanted in richness and brilliance, they never therefore
created anything like the rich development of the poetic legends so much
admired in the Greeks. Their legends are poor and simple; springing from
the hard life of agricultural labour, their character is often strangely prosaic ;
they are especially wanting in variety; in different times the same stories
are found applied to different gods. The hero who founded or was the
benefactor of the town was as a rule a child of marvellous birth, son of the
god Lar, and begotten near the family hearth, sometimes by a spark from
the fire. When he is young a miracle reveals his future greatness. This
miracle is everywhere the same; it is a flame which burns around his head
without consuming him. During his life he is wise, pious, and good; he
makes good laws and teaches men to respect the gods and justice. After a
few useful deeds he disappears suddenly, *4he ceases to be seen," without it
being possible to say how he vanished. Doubtless he has gone to lose him-
self in the bosoui of the great divinity from which everything emanates here
below, he becomes part of this divinity, he loses his mortal name and from
henceforth takes the one of the god with which he is absorbed. Thus
JEneas, after Ms disappearance, was honoured under the name of Jupiter
Indiges and Latinus as -Jupiter Latinus*
Italy was thus not very rich in religious stories; the mixture of Italian
races, that gave birth to Rome, was poorer still* Rome was content to
accept the beliefs of the different nations which composed her by trying
to unite them and making them agree; it did not seem necessary to create
new ones, The only innovation which was made was inscribing on kinds of
registers, called Indigitamewta^ the list of gods that are affected by each event
in a man's life, from his conception until his death, and those that look after
his most indispensable needs, such as food, dwelling, and clothing. They
were placed in regular order, with a few explanations as to their names and
the prayers which had to be offered up to them. The gods of the Indigita-
menfa have an exclusive and entire Roman character. Without doubt in
other countries the need has been felt of placing the principal acts of life
under divine protection, but as a rule gods are chosen for this purpose who
are known, powerful, and tried, in order to l>e sure that their help will be
efficacious. In Greece, the great Athene, or the wise Hermes, is invoked in
order that a child may be clever and learned. In Home, special gods were
preferred, created for that purpose and for no other use; there is one who
makes a child utter his first cry, and one who makes Mm speak his first
word, neither have another use, and are only invoked for this occasion.